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WOMEN LAWYERS SUPPORT EQUALITY 
CAMPAIGN 


HE National Association of Women Lawyers, 

meeting in convention in Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia, voted to endorse the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment to the National Constitution, now pending 
before Congress, and the Equal Rights Treaty, 
now on the agenda of the League of Nations As- 
sembly. This news was contained in a telegram 
sent from Los Angeles by Miss Helen McGerr, who 
led the campaign for the equality program at the 
Women Lawyers’ Convention. Miss McGerr, who 
is an assistant in the United States Department 
of Justice, is Nebraska member of the Congres- 
sional Committee of the Woman’s Party. Miss 
McGerr’s telegram giving the news of the endorse- 
ment by the Women Lawyers was as follows: 


| “Los ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, 
July 19, 1935. 
“To ALICE PAUL 
“National Woman's Party 
“Washington, D. C. 
Women — endorsed Equal Rights Amendment 
and Equal Rights Treaty. 
(Signed) “HELEN McGerr.” 


This endorsement of the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment and the Equal Rights Treaty followed the 
endorsement of the Equal Rights program by 
the International Federation of Women Lawyers. 
The Board of Officers of the International Federa- 
tion voted in May, 1935, in Paris, France, to sup- 
port the Equal Rights Treaty at the League of 
Nations and to give their backing to the whole 


equality program. 
Miss Laura M. Berrien, Washington, D. C., 


newly elected vice president of the National Asso- 


ciation of Women Lawyers, commenting on the 
news from Los Angeles, said: 


“The National Association of Women Lawyers was 
the first national organization to take its place by the 
side of the National Woman’s Party in the recent cam- 
paign, now successfully concluded, for acces in na- 
tionality. I rejoice that the women lawyers have de- 
cided to take this present stand in the harder and more 
far-reaching campaign for an amendment to the na- 
tional constitution guaranteeing complete equality of 
rights between men and women. Again they are the 
first national group of women to rally to the support of 
the Woman's Party in its valiant and continuous battle 
for the freedom of American women.” 


It was a fitting tribute to Burnita Shelton Matthews, 
retiring President of the National Association of Women 
223 and an outstanding leader in the movement for 

uality — * women, that this action was taken in her 
adminis istration. 


> 


The endorsement of the equality program was 
recommended to the Women Lawyers’ Conven- 
tion by Mrs. Rebekah Greathouse and by Miss 
Emma Wold, Washington attorneys, in their re- 
ports as legislative chairman and chairman of 
International Relations, respectively. 

Representatives of the National Association of 
Women Lawyers have called during the past week 
on the members of the Judiciary Committees of 
both Houses of Congress to inform them of the 
vote taken by the Women Lawyers’ Convention 
endorsing the Equal Rights Amendment. 


BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL WOMEN 
VOTE TO STUDY EQUAL RIGHTS 
AMENDMENT 


HE National Federation of Business and Pro- 

fessional Women voted at its Convention at 
Seattle on July 20 to give careful study to the 
proposed Equal Rights Amendment to the Na- 
tional Constitution. The resolution adopted by 
the Convention read: 3 | 


“WHEREAS this Convention has declared for equality 
of — and economic parity between the sexes; 
an — 


“‘W HEREAS this Convention has gone on record as op- 
posed to all legislation, business customs and policies 
which discriminate against business and professional 
women: Be it 


Resolved, That we recommend to our State Federa- 
tions and clubs a careful study, during the next bien- 
nium, of Senate Joint Resolution No. 1 and House Joint 
Resolution No. 1, known as the Lucretia Mott Amend- 
—4 now pending before the Congress of the United 


This resolution was presented from the floor by 
Miss Sue Brobst, honorary president of the Busi- 
ness Women's Legislative Council of California. 
The Convention also adopted a general resolution 
ya: wo al of rights between men and women, as 

ollows: 


Since the Federation has declared for equality of 
opportunity and economic parity between the sexes and 
for the establishment of just and humane labor stand- 
ards to cover all types of wage earners irrespective of 
sex, and whereas we believe that aptitude, training and 
efficiency should govern the securing and retaining of 
employment and the for advancement, the 
National Federation of Business and Professional Wom- 

en's Clubs declares itself as opposed to all legislation, 

business customs and policy which discriminate against 
the business and professional woman, including the 
clerical classification.” 
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WOMAN’S PARTY ASKS HEARING ON 
MINING CONVENTION 


The National Woman’s Party has addressed a 
request to the Foreign Relations Committee of the 
Senate asking to be heard on the Convention on 
the Employment of Women in Mines which was 
adopted by the International Labor Conference in 
Geneva on June 17, in case that Convention is sent 


to the United States Senate for ratification. The 
letter from the Woman’s Party reads: 
“WASHINGTON, D. C., 
July 11, 1935. 


“HONORABLE KEY PITTMAN 

“Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations 
“The United States Senate 

“Washington, D. C. 


“My DEAR SENATOR PITTMAN: 


“On behalf of the National Woman’s porte I wish to 
bring to your attention the convention on the Employment 
of 9 in Underground Work adopted by the Inter- 
national Labor Office on June 17, 1935. We ask that a 
hearing be granted if this or any other convention bear- 
ing on the status of women comes before the Senate For- 
eign Relations Committee for action. 


“Even the proponents of this discriminatory legislation 
admit it has no practical significance, as women are not 
— in mining in any countries of the world except 
India and Japan. In both of these, according to the re- 
cent report published by the International Labor Office, 
local legislation has practically eliminated it. 


“Conventions entered into by the I. L. O. prior to our 
entrance into the International Labor Organization, and 
to which the United States may be asked to adhere are: 
Employment of Women During the Night (Adopted, Wash- 
ington, 1919; revised, Geneva, 1934) and White Lead in 
Painting (Geneva, 1931). 


“The acceptance of these unequal conventions would mean 
that for the first time in history our country was entering 
an international agreement in which there is a distinction 
based on sex. We are proud of the fact that the United 
States leads the world in its treatment of women, and that 


it has never participated in legislation of a di tory 
character. 


“The results of entering an unequal convention of any 


nature would be serious and far-reaching. We therefore 
ask that before any action is taken by your committee on 


this matter which so vitally concerns us, we be granted the 


opportunity to present our case. 
“Very truly yours, 
(Signed) “REBEKAH S. GREATHOUSE, 
“National Secretary of the National Woman’s Party.” 


Representatives of the Woman’s Party have 
also interviewed all members of the Foreign Re- 


lations Committee to present the opposition of 


the Woman’s Party to the various conventions 
discriminating against women which have been 
adopted by the International Labor Organization 
and to urge that these conventions should not be 
ratified. Among those who have taken part in the 
interviewing of the Committee are Anne Carter, 
Texas member of the Congressional Committee of 
the Woman’s Party; Betty Gram Swing of Wash- 
ington, member of the National Council of the 
Woman’s Party; and Anita Pollitzer of South 
8 Congressional Secretary of the Woman's 
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OBJECT 


To secure for women complete equality with men under 
| the law and in all. human relationships. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 


“Men and women shall have Equal Rights throughout the 
United States and every place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce this article by 
appropriate legislation.” 


INTRODUCED — Senate — By 


Senator Townsend, Del., Jan. 4, 1935. 
(Senate Joint Resolution No. 1.) 


House — By 1 Ludlow, Ind., Jan. 3, 1935. 
ouse Joint Resolution No. 1.) 


PRESENT STATUS — Senate — Before Judiciary Committee. 
House — Before Judiciary Committee. 


EQUAL RIGHTS TREATY 


Article 1 
The contracting States agree that upon the ratification 
of this treaty men and women shall have equal rights 
throughout the territory subject to their respective juris- 
dictions. 


SIGNED — By the Governments of Cuba, Ecuador, Paraguay, and Uru- 


guay at Montevideo, December, 1933. 
PRESENT STATUS— On the agenda of the League of Nations As- 
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REPORT FROM WOMEN’S CONSULTATIVE 
COMMITTEE CREATED BY COUNCIL OF 
THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS 


GENEVA, SWITZERLAND. 
July, 1935. 


The Women’s Consultative Committee on Na- 
tionality created by the Council of the League of 
Nations reports many letters showing intense in- 
terest in its work in Geneva in support of the 
Equal Rights Treaty and the Equal Nationality 
Treaty. These Treaties, it will be remembered, 
have been placed on the agenda of the September 
Assembly of the League of Nations. 

The Equal Rights Treaty would obligate each 
government accepting it to establish and maintain 


complete equality of rights between men and 


women. This means equality in all matters that 
the Government can affect—equality in the eco- 
nomie field, equality in labor legislation, equality 
in political rights, equality in educational oppor- 
tunities, equality in civil rights, equality in na- 
tionality rights—in short, equality in all rights 
under the law. The purpose of the Treaty is to 
end by means of an international agreement the 
world wide restrictions in every field, on women’s 
right to live and to work. 

The Equal Nationality Treaty is similar in con- 
ception to the Equal Rights Treaty but is confined 
to nationality. This special Treaty is proposed 
by women’s organizations because of the fact that 
The Hague Conference on the Codification of In- 
- ternational Law has proposed a Treaty on Nation- 
ality discriminating against women, which Treaty 
is now before the various governments for rati- 
fication. The Equal Nationality Treaty is offered 
as a substitute for the articles discriminating 
against women in the draft submitted by The 
Hague Conference. 

“The power of the movement for these two 
Equality Treaties is gathering momentum daily,” 
states the Committee’s Bulletin. “It means that 
at the September Assembly of the League of Na- 
tions, with the support of you, the readers of this 
Bulletin, we can make the voice of womanhood 
heard throughout the world.” 

Quotations from a few of the letters received 
by the Women’s Consultative Committee, give con- 
vincing proof of the strength and power of the 
movement for which the Committee is working. 


Ireland 


m Louie Bennett, leader of the Irish Women 
Workers’ Union, comes the following letter en- 
closing an endorsement of the Equal Rights Treaty 
and the Equal Nationality Treaty: | 


“My committee is much interested in the information 
from the Women’s Consultative Committee in regard to 
the Equal Rights Treaty. As you no doubt know, our 
Government has ay passed a Nationality Act which 
gives women practically Equal Rights with men, so 
that on this point we have no desire but that other 
Sv should be equally just to their women 
citizens. 

“But the Equal Rights Treaty is of great importance 
for Irish women in general and for women in industry 


in particular. Here as elsewhere there is a wing 
agitation to displace women in favor of men. We quite 
realize that the competition for jobs is unfair because 
women's wages are so low. But we claim that the 
remedy is a higher standard for women and equal 


pay for equal work irrespective of sex. The 1 
market should then automatically ust itself — 
jobs would be filled by those best suited to them.“ 


Lithuania 


f 
A letter to the Women’s Consultative Commit- 
tee of the League, signed jointly by the President 
of the International Council of Women of Lithu- 
ania, the Organized Catholic Women of Lithuania, 
and the University Women of Lithuania, support- 
ing the Equal Rights Treaty: 


Though the present position of women is not in- 
tolerable in Lithuania, we are frightened by the at- 
tempts to restrict the woman’s right to work, and yet 
more that public opinion, nourished by the example of 
other countries, supports the idea that women should 
return to the kitchen and the nursery. It gets more 

we heartily wis your work for the Treaties 
on Equality may have success.” . 


Austria 


A letter from the Oesterreichische Frauenschaft, 
whose President is Helene Granitsch, says: 


We are completely convinced that you of the Wom- 
en’s Consultative Committee of the League of Nations, 
are — in the right direction if only vou can achieve 
your en The League of Nations, built on the basis 
of — and justice, should securely incorporate in all 
its laws equality between the sexes among the member 
States which make up the League. Our Section has 
made it its special purpose to aid in the realization 
of your object. We would be grateful if you would 
send us material for speakers so that they may express 
themselves adequately in our feminist meetings and in 
conformity with your ideas.” 


Asia 


A letter from the Organizing Secretary of the 
All Asian Conference of Women, Rani Lakshmibai | 
Rajwade, says: 


“It is extremely difficult within the short time pre- 
scribed to gather material from all the Asian countries 
regarding the status of women. I have just written to 
the Honorary Organizing Secretary, Mrs. Mukerji (of 
the All Indian Women’s Conference at Calcutta), to 
organize meetings, if possible, in the various constitu- 
encies to endorse and support the Equal Rights Treaty. 
I have also requested her to send you literature which 
will show the disparity between the political rights of 
men and women in this country. . . On be of the 
of All Asian Conference of 

omen, I reitera e su ven by this Commi 
1 pport given by mmittee 


Rights Treaty. 


United States | 


From Washington the Consultative Committee 
reports a letter from Doris Stevens, chairman of 
the Inter American Commission of Women, who 


led the fight at Montevideo which resulted in the 


signing of the Equal Rights Treaty by four Ameri- 
can Republics and the Equal Nationality Treaty 
by nineteen American Republics. “Those were the 
first International Treaties ever negotiated by 
women to raise the status of women, or indeed for 
any purpose,” says the Women’s Consultative Com- 
mittee, and adds, Miss Stevens and her cowork- 
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ers deserve the praise and gratitude of women 
throughout the world for their magnificent 
achievement.” Miss Stevens’ letter to the Con- 
sultative Committee reads: 


“We submit to you for transmittal to the League of 
Nations the studies prepared by the Commission on the 
Civil and Political rights of women in 


the Commission to the Seventh International Confer- 
ence of American States at Montevideo at 1933.” 


Finland 


“The cooperation from Finland has been of 


the very strongest,” continues the Committee’s 
Bulletin. We have had excellent material from 
Mme. Hainari of the National Council of Women 


in Finland, and now comes a letter from Mme. 


Thyra von Beetzen Ostman of the same organi- 


zation, which reads: 


“Last Thursday we had a new meeting and signed 
a request for the Finnish Women’s National Council to 


the Government, asking it to support both Equality 


Treaties at the next Assembly of the League of Na- 


tions. We had also an opportunity to read the report 


worked out by our Law Committee. The report was 


accepted and is now, I believe, on the way to the Wom- 


en’s Consultative Committee of the League of Nations. 
It was also decided that the Board should submit a 


request to our Government to send a woman delegate or 
adviser to the next Assembly. . . With my best wishes 


for good results from the work done by your splendid 


Committee, and by all women in the world, who are 
united in the hope of gaining full equality in all aspects 
for women and men.” 


SUPPORT FROM THE COUNTRY 


Florida 


Helen Hunt West, Florida State Chairman of 
the Woman’s Party, in a letter to Headquarters 


telling of the active interest among the women 


in her state for equal rights, says: 


“Sentiment in Florida toward equality legislation is 
very much improved. The Florida Federation of 
Women’s Clubs has invited me to speak at its annual 
board meeting in the fall. I talked to eighteen hundred 
college girls in May and, shortly afterward, to more 
than one hundred journalist students, almost all of 
them of age. I was the guest of honor recently at a 
business and professional women’s banquet in Talla- 


“We succeeded in defeating the minimum-wage legis- 
lation applying to women but not to men, which was 


introduced in the Florida Legislature during the past 
session. The Department of Labor sent a representa- 
tive from Washington to fight us. This representative 


said, ‘I am Miss Stitt of the Department of Labor in 
I said, ‘I am Helen Hunt West and 


Washington.’ 
representative of the Woman’s Party in Florida.’ The 
Legislature voted with its Florida women and against 
the Federal Government’s representative. 

We also passed a bill through the Legislature placing 
men and women in equal numbers on the executive com- 
mittees of the political parties. This is the most revolu- 
tionary thing in Florida politics since suffrage and we 
are proud of it. It means absolute equality in the struc- 
ture of the parties.” 


American Re- 
publics. These 20 digests on the civil and political rights - 
of women in 20 American Republics were submi by 


COMMITTEE REPORTS BILL FOR EQUAL- 


Mrs. West says that she feels cooperation of 
this kind on the part of all state officers of the 
National Woman’s Party, particularly in further- 
ing an understanding of the equal rights program 
among the women’s organizations of their own 
states, will do much toward winning the Equal 
Rights Amendment. and all that it will mean to 
the individual woman. 0 


ITY IN GOVERNMENT SERVICE 


By Harriet H. SHEPPARD 


Executive Secretary of the Government Worker’s 
Council of the Woman's Party 


On July 10 the Civil Service Committee of the 
House of Representatives voted, by a majority of 
two, to make a favorable report on House Resolu- 
tion 5051. The text of the bill is as follows: 


A Bill 


To amend the Civil Service Act approved January 16, 
1883 (22 Stat. 403), and for other purposes. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
bled, t an Act entitled “An Act to regulate and im- 
— the civil service of the United States“ (Act of 

anuary 16, 1883, 22 Stat. 403), is hereby amended by 
adding at the end of the sixth paragraph of section 2 
of the Act a new oe ye as follows: 

“And no person shall be discriminated against in any 
case because of his or her marital status in examination, 
appointment, reappointment, reinstatement, reemploy- 
ment, promotion, transfer, retransfer, demotion, removal, 
or retirement. All Acts or parts of Acts inconsistent 
herewith are hereby repealed.’ 


This bill -was introduced in the House of Rep- 


resentatives on January 30, 1935, by Mr. Celler, 


Democrat, of New York. It was referred to the 
Committee on Civil Service. 

The bill would repeal to a great extent Section 
213 of the Economy Act, commonly known as the 
Married Persons Clause. The Government Work- 
ers Council of the National Woman’s Party has 
waged a fight against this law since 1932, and 
should be congratulated on this victory. The next 
step will be to get the bill on the Calendar. If it 
does not come up before the House this session it 
will go over to the second half of the 74th Con- 
gress as unfinished business. 


The Civil Service Committee voted three amend- 
ments to H.R. 5051. These are: (1) That a 
second member of a family may not be employed 
in the future in Government Service if the joint 
salary would be more than $4,000; (2) that mar- 
riage of persons already in the Government Serv- 
ice shall not affect their status; (3) that persons 
already removed from the Government Service, 
due to Section 213, may be reinstated. 


Congressman Herron Pearson, Democrat, of 
Tennessee, led the fight for our measure in the 
Committee. He has been a staunch friend. The 
Committee was called together on little notice, 
most of those whose help we had relied upon being 
out of the city. The measure carried with but two 
votes—but we won. 
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